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 US: Over 550,000 acts of gun violence per yr 

 Every day: 314 people shot / 41 are children under 18 

 

 35,000 people die every year from gun violence 

 2,300 are children under 18 

 

 95 People die every day from gun violence 

 6 are children under 18 

 
**Source: CDC; National Center for Injury Prevention and Control; US Dept of Justice. Firearm 

Violence 1993-2011.  Published May 2013.  WISQARS. 



 Mass Shootings on the rise in US (planned 6 
months in advance) 
 

 330 mass shootings in 2015 / 281 in 2014 
 

 Increased suicides: PTSD, Mental Health, Bullying 

 90% had a diagnosable Mental Disorder 

 

 Urban and Suburban communities affected 

 Epidemic of Youth Violence Worsening! 



 Annual Cost of Gun Violence: $230 Billion 
 

 Most gun violence criminals: lack mental wellness 
(coping skills, anger management, etc) 

 Only 4-6% committed by individual with mental illness 

 

 Guns used in 80% of incidents at school taken from 
home, friend, or relative. 

 
 ½ of gun owners don’t lock up their guns at home 
**Source: US Secret Service’s “Safe Schools Initiative”.  Mother jones. What does gun violence cost?   



National Youth Violence Data 

 Major PH problem and an epidemic 

 

 Among 10-24, homicide leading cause of 

death in AA and 2
nd

 leading cause in 

Hispanics (CDC 06).  

 

 ’09, more than 650, 843 young people 

treated in ER for injuries 2
nd

 to violence 

(CDC 09). 

 





Homicide Data for Entire US ‘05 

 Homicide Rate for Black Victims in US 18.84/100K 

 All victims: 5/100K; Whites was only 3/100K 

 In US ’05 - 6,874 Black Homicide Victims 

 85 % were Male and (15%) were women 

 81% (5,272/6,874) killed w/ guns / 685 w/ knives 

 

 77% (2,321/3,032) killed by known acquaintance 

 711 victims killed by stranger 

 

 60% (1,692) homicides motive - altercations 

 

 11% (161) - gang-related related 



STUDY WARNS: “The devastation 

homicide inflicts on black teens 

and adults is a National Crisis, yet 

it is all too often ignored outside of 

affected communities.” 

 Conclusion: Successful efforts to 

reduce America’s black homicide 

victimization toll must put a focus 

on reducing access to firearms. 



















 High Risk: Drugs, Alcohol, and Crime 
 Alcohol: factor in 40% of all violent crimes 

 Associated w/murder, rape, assault, child & spousal 
abuse 

 4/5 children and teens arrested in state juvenile 
systems were under the influence of alc/drugs 
 

 Alcohol & Marijuana most commonly used drugs 
 

 65% of youth get ETOH from friends and family 

 

 



THE P.O.P. FOUNDATION 



Age Range 2013 
Blunt 

2013 
Penetrating 

2014 
Blunt 

2014 
Penetrating 

2015 
Blunt 

2015 
Penetrating 

0-14 13 1 38 3 37 5 

15-24 10 49 80 68 105 82 

25-34 25 25 78 27 112 51 

Total 48 75 196 98 254 138 

* Penetrating Trauma:  Injuries from Gunshot or Stabwounds 

* Most common reason for penetrating injuries is Retaliation 



 Trauma: Anti Violence Prevention Initiative 
 
 501c3 Not-for-Profit Organization 

 
 Mission: 

 Prevent and Alleviate Youth Violence 

 Inspire Healthy Lifestyles and Positive Behaviors 

 Encourage Accessible Career Opportunities 

 



 Students, All Schools in NWI, Drug-Free Coalition 
 NWI Police Depts, Youth Council, Urban League   
 NWI Times (Civility Matters), WLTH Radio 
 Lake County Juvenile Court System (DOJ) 

 Lake County Sheriff’s Violence Intervention Program 

 My Brothers Keeper (MBK) Initiative 
 Horizon - Positive Teen Health, COFFY 
 Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative (JDAI) 
 Edgewater Child & Adolescence Psych  
 Crawford Radio, Gary 4 Life Initiative 

 
 



 Youth in Alternative Programs (JDAI)  
 
 
 

 Lake County Detention Centers 
 
 
 

 Youth in schools in NWI and Chicagoland Area 
 
 
 



 Interactive, Visual Power Point Presentation 

 Demonstrate careers in health care 

 Discuss disease manifestations that affect the youth 

 Provide statistical analysis: Urban Violence & etiology 

 Visuals of patients treated after violence acts 

 Discuss bullying, domestic abuse, conflict resolution 

 

 Health Professions Enrichment Program (HPEP) 
 Azrie Kinsey Health Merit Scholarship 
 Mentoring program 



 
 
 

 www.nationalsave.org 
 

 Students Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE) 
 

 “BEST PRACTICES FOR VIOLENCE PREVENTION” 
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 501c3: Student Led organization created in 1989 in NC 

 
 Alex Orange was shot/killed while breaking up fight 

 
 Students led by teacher and student – created SAVE 

 
 After 26 years: over 22000 members / 2200 Chapters 

 
 Serves youth in elementary, middle schools, high schools, 

colleges in 48 states 
 

 



 Start SAVE Programs at Area Schools in NWI 

 12 Schools: Gary Schools, Valpo, Andrean, Merrillville, 
Calumet New Tech, East Chicago Central, Hammond 

 

 SAVE Chapters will work with POP 

 School Assemblies during End of Feb and March 

 

 Next: Wirt-Emerson 3/11, Merrillville, Andrean, etc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  PEP Rally Tour throughout NWI 

 “No Drugs, Healthy Choices, Stop the Violence!” 

 Luxury bus w/Speakers, Radio Personalities, Alumni 

 30-min PEP Rally at Schools throughout NWI 

 

 Friday, April 8th PEP Rally at Genesis Center 

 Father Phleger, Jessie White Tumblers, Recording Artists 

 “Bridging the Gap btn Students, Schools, & Police” 

 

 Friday Night: Youth Prayer Rally  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 Fall of 2016: Expand SAVE Programs 

 Junior High Schools Throughout NWI 

 Elementary Schools “                  “ 

 

 Change CULTURE: UNITY 

 Nonviolence, Tolerance, and Forgiveness 

 School Curriculum Change: Conflict resolution 

 
 



Future Implications! 

Methodist Violence Intervention Program 

 Decreases Recidivism or repeat trauma patients 

 Saves 500,ooo to 1 million per year 

 Similar to “Gary for Life” Program 

 Targets patients at risk 

▪ Clergy, Social Workers, Psychologists, Psychiatrists 

▪ AAA, Drug Programs, Homelessness, Family Support 

▪ Gangs: Modified Cease Fire or CURE Violence Program 
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